“I wasn’t sure what to expect when I joined St. Joseph’s in Year 12, but the
experience has been fantastic. I have quickly been made to feel welcome, and the
support I have had from my teachers has been inspiring. The social events have
quickly helped me to feel a part of the Sixth Form, and I’ve made friends that will
last a lifetime!” Samantha, Year 13.
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St. Joseph’s Six th Form
A Warm Welcome for All

and the vast majority going on to take up their first
choice places at university.
At St. Joseph’s, we see our Sixth Formers as leaders
of the school who work alongside the staff to ensure
the smooth running of a friendly, informal but
disciplined community. Most students have an area
of responsibility as Prefects and will have a pastoral
role as Peer Mentors, Eco-Champions, Ethos
Ambassadors or Teacher Aids. We provide these
opportunities so that our students can develop as
well-rounded and conscientious leaders. In return
we expect high standards in relation to behaviour,
dress and attitude to work.

Our Sixth Form provides a stimulating
environment for purposeful academic and
vocational study. We have high expectations
for self-discipline, motivation and organisation Our ethos demands a genuine effort from all so
and support these with an excellent framework that all can maximise their potential. At St. Joseph’s
you will have many opportunities to develop
for monitoring student progress.
Students benefit from a full programme of advice
and guidance for university application and for
future careers. We pride ourselves on the pastoral
care that we offer and we work proactively to
ensure that students achieve their full potential. The
result is that students achieve well at St. Joseph’s
with high numbers every year achieving excellence

As Head of Sixth Form at St. Joseph’s, I am
proud of the achievements of our students.
Over many years, our Sixth Form has
become respected for both its commitment
to the highest of academic standards, and
for providing a cohesive and supportive
community. Our students are role models
for the rest of the school, and we are very
proud of their academic and extra-curricular
achievements.

talents in a range of cultural, sporting and musical
opportunities. We emphasise enjoyment and
excellence and encourage everyone to have a go!
We look forward to welcoming you in September.
Eugene Scourfield
Headteacher

to gain the qualifications, confidence and life
experience for the next step on their journey.
Please don’t hesitate to contact the Sixth Form team
if you require any further information or advice.
Mr. Donald Prosser, Head of Sixth Form

Whether students are already at St. Joseph’s and
looking to build on their academic success so far,
or looking to join us from a local school, they can
be assured that they will receive a warm welcome
in our Sixth Form, and all the support they need

Leadership: A; Standards: 1; GREEN School
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W h y S t . J o s e p h ’s S i x t h F o r m ?
At St Joseph’s, we can offer students a
challenging, varied and rewarding Sixth
Form experience. Our Sixth Form is a place
where students can seize a wide range
of opportunities to develop themselves
academically, socially, morally and spiritually.

chosen subjects. A passion for the study of these
subjects should be the drive for our students
to explore them thoroughly, using a range of
resources, including new technologies, to grasp the
opportunities before them.

High quality and personalised teaching is at the
core of our Sixth Form and this is evident in the
excellent results that all our students achieve. We
prepare our students for the next stage of their
lives, ensuring they have the necessary academic
qualifications and wider social skills to make the
next step.
We know that students making the transition
from Year 11 to the Sixth Form are ready to take
full ownership of, and responsibility for, their own
learning. Our job is to support them in this process,
providing the expert guidance and support that
will allow them to increase awareness of their
strengths and areas for development. In doing so,
we help our students reach their goals for both
the present and the future.
Our Sixth Form curriculum is designed to be broad,
balanced and flexible, meeting the needs of every
student. Every student’s own goals, aspirations and
understanding of how the best learn, together with
their Key Stage 4 results, will guide which courses
and pathways are best for them. Independent
learning is vital for the success of every student
in Sixth Form. At St Joseph’s, our expectation is
that every student will be fully engaged with their

At St Joseph’s we know that success in exams alone
does not prepare young people to move from Sixth
Form into higher education, apprenticeships or
employment. That is why we offer information,
advice and guidance from careers advisors, with
many opportunities to discover what a range of
universities have to offer, and what they want from
their applicants. We will arrange taster sessions
and talks from university admission tutors,
personnel managers and former students.
Every St Joseph’s Sixth Form student has the
opportunity to develop the skills and the sense of
community that will help them become a leader,
whether that be taking on the role of a senior
prefect, supporting younger students in developing
their reading, working with other year groups as a
Teacher Aid, supporting charities or contributing
to the school and local community. All members
of our Sixth Form, are encouraged to act as a role
model and inspiration for the wider school.
We are committed to providing a full range of
extra-curricular opportunities, including cultural
enrichment trips to Paris and Spain, a 500 mile
Cycling Pilgrimage across Northern Spain, and a
wide range of sporting activities.

Keep in touch on Twitter! Follow us at @stjosephscomp
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Our Curriculum
St. Joseph’s has a flexible curriculum offer including courses that can be tailored to match our
students’ personal abilities, prior learning and choice of career. It is possible for a student to study
a combination of AS/A Levels alongside vocational qualifications and, if necessary, some GCSEs.

LEVEL 3

The vast majority of our students study at Level 3. These
courses comprise AS/A Levels and vocational equivalents
such as BTEC Diplomas. Students with at least five C
grades at GCSE are expected to pursue three/four AS
subjects, in addition to the Advanced Welsh Baccalaureate
Qualification.
Some Level 3 courses have particular entry requirements as a general guide students should achieve an A*-C grade in
the subjects they wish to study but it’s suggested students
contact the Sixth Form Team to discuss this.
Selecting the best possible courses is a key decision for
Year 12 students to make, and it is often a challenging
one. It is helpful for students to consider what they are
really interested in, what is important to them, their career
prospects and the courses available with the GCSE/Level 2
grades they have achieved. Students should also remember
that the right combination of courses is important to make
the most of the opportunities beyond Sixth Form. Students
are encouraged to use university websites to research
courses and their entry requirements.

LEVEL 2

St. Joseph’s also offers students the
opportunity to resit GCSE English
and mathematics through taught
sessions and access to dedicated
study periods. It is important to note
that many university courses and
careers require at least a B grade in
English and mathematics.

THE ST. JOSEPH’S CORE

The St Joseph’s Core is the combination of all qualifications that are studied by all students in the
Sixth Form. All Level 3 students study the New Welsh Baccalaureate 2015 (as prescribed by the Welsh
Government). The Welsh Baccalaureate is graded A*-E and is equivalent to an A Level worth up to
56 UCAS points. Students participate in four challenges over a two-year period. These challenges
include: the Enterprise and Employability Challenge, the Global Citizenship Challenge, the Community
Participation Challenge and an Individual Project. The ‘core’ also brings together extra and supercurricular activities that the students take part in, along with, as a Catholic school, the general RE
element of Sixth Form life.
Keep in touch on Twitter! Follow us at @stjosephscomp
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Fulfilling Potential
St Joseph’s Sixth Form is part of a Catholic school,
and as such our commitment to our faith is central
to each decision that we make and everything that
we do. We believe that our Sixth Form students play
a fundamental role in building and sustaining our
ethos as ambassadors of our school and
local community.
We are committed to the provision of an inclusive
and wide-ranging education for all our pupils in
accordance with the teachings of the church. The
learning experiences of our students are intended
to embrace a comprehensive education: academic,
social, moral and spiritual. Within the Sixth Form
we are dedicated to developing as individuals to
“become fully human” – to help our young people
get the most out of their lives and to be the best that
they can be.
Pastoral support is an area we pride ourselves on
and the Sixth Form Tutor Team plays a crucial role
in this aspect of our students’ life. Tutors meet with
their students once a day, either as individuals or as a
tutor group, for a professional discussion, mentoring
session or just a chat. The tutors will get to know
each member of their tutor group extremely well and
can help the students make the transition from GCSEs
to the more independent world of post-16 education.
Students are monitored closely by their subject
teachers who feed data and information directly to
form tutors, the Learning Leader and Head of Sixth
Form. The Senior Leader responsible for the Sixth
Form then provides teachers and students with
bespoke intervention and improvement programmes
to ensure that each student achieves their potential
and beyond! Tutors are also a key element in the
link between the school and home and will contact
parents to update them on progress and any issues.

Keep in touch on Twitter! Follow us at @stjosephscomp
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The Sixth Form Tutor Time Programme is
diverse and evolves as the challenges that face
our students change. Session can consist of
classroom based activities and presentations
by visiting speakers, alongside the core
programme which includes: personal finance,
CV writing, interview practice, careers planning,
time management and the development of
self-reflection skills.
Extra-curricular activities broaden the range of
skills and qualifications, and give students the
opportunity to meet and socialise. Within
St. Joseph’s Sixth Form each and every
student has the opportunity to become
involved in a wide variety of extra and supercurricular activities. These not only provide
useful additions to personal statements
and application forms but help develop our
students as individuals.
All students are offered the opportunity
to broaden their studies with specialist
study visits and cultural trips to a variety of
locations both within the UK and abroad,
such as a Business Studies visit to Brussels
and Paris, Geography field work in MidWales, Politics visits to London and many
more. Students also have the opportunity to
take part in the bi-annual 500 mile cycling
pilgrimage across Northern Spain to Santiago.

In 2016, 80% of grades achieved by
students were betwen A*-C.

Keep in touch on Twitter! Follow us at @stjosephscomp

UCAS and Careers Advice
We have a long and proud tradition of supporting our students in gaining access to further
education or on to their chosen career pathway.
Our experienced tutor team and Sixth Form management team work with students during every stage
of the university application process. The daily contact with the form teacher means we can work with
students closely to maximise their chances of success, from advice and support on choosing the right
course and institution, to completing the personal statement. Visits to open days at local universities are
also encouraged and supported, ensuring that students quickly get a feel for what kind of university they
want to study at.

The Seren Network
For those students considering applications to the Russell Group
and Oxbridge universities, our partnership with the Seren Hub
opens up a range of experiences and support to enable this:
visits from Oxbridge admissions tutors, tutorials on completing
the application forms and workshops to prepare for the
interview stage.
We are proud to have sent many of our students to the Russell Group
and Oxbridge universities in recent years, and have high ambitions for
our current and future students to continue this tradition.
Our partnership with Careers Wales means we have our own careers
advisor on site, able to advise on possible career paths and work
experience. Students can access the very latest opportunities
for apprenticeships, training courses and vocational
enrichment experiences.

Choosing the Right Course For You
Choosing the right Sixth Form courses can be a daunting process.
The most important thing is for students to choose courses that they
enjoy and feel passionate about. The choice of courses will also be
guided by GCSE results. Please do contact us to discuss the entry
requirements for any of our courses.
We pride ourselves on supporting our students to make the
right choices. During the application and enrolment process, we
will talk to our studnets about their options, and about possible
pathways through post-16 education and on to higher education,
apprenticeships or the world of work.
The following pages outine our most popular courses. They are
all Level 3 qualifications, either BTEC or GCE A Level. There are a
range of other courses that may be available, either in school or in
partnership with other institutions. If there is a course that you are
interested in that is not listed in this prospectus, please contact the
school so that we can discuss your options.
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Applied Science BTEC Level 3
Overview

The Applied Science BTEC is ideal for students who enjoy Science and would like to carry on studying the
subect, but are either concerned about examinations or cannot choose an individual Science. In
Year 12 there are units entitled “Fundamentals of Science”, “Working in the Science Industry” and
“Scientific Practical Techniques”. There is a strong focus on practical work throughout the first and third
units and this develops skills initially used at Level 2. Moving into Year 13, there are a whole host of units
available which range from “Maths in Science”, “Human Physiology”, “Microbiology” and “Industrial
Chemistry” to “Medical Physics”. All units are internally assessed by the completion of tasks within an
assignment brief which will allow you to build up a portfolio of evidence.

Assessment

3 x 10 credit compulsory, internally assessed, units in Year 12
Internally assessed units totalling 30 credits in Year 13

Progression Routes

Units within the qualification cover areas of laboratory science, forensic science, medical science,
environmental science and biological, chemical and physical science to provide a route to employment in
the science industry or within organisations that use science. These can include roles such as: working as
a quality control technician, working in a hospital as a medical physics technician, working in a research
laboratory, working in the chemical industry, working with the forensic science service or using your
analytical skills in the chemistry industry.

Art and Design BTEC Level 3
Overview

The BTEC National in Art and Design is a vocational, work related qualification that provides students with
the opportunity to gain specific knowledge, understanding and subject related skills. This Level 3 course
encompasses many different fields including graphic design, print, fine art, illustration, 3D studies and
ceramics, so there are many career options available following this broad based approach to art and design.

Assessment

The qualification is structured into mandatory units and optional units. The Art and Design course leader
will set unit assignments throughout the two year course for students to complete. The assignments may
take the form of sketchbooks, case studies and presentations, building toward projects in which students
research, plan, prepare, make and evaluate a piece of work,
There is no formal external examination within the course.
The following qualifications can be gained from this course:
• Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Certificate
• Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma
• Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Diploma
• Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
Keep in touch on Twitter! Follow us at @stjosephscomp
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Biology GCE A Level
Overview
Biology opens up exciting career possibilities. From conservation to cancer research, biologists
are tackling important 21st century challenges. It is also important to remember that Biology is excellent

preparation for non-scientific careers, thanks to the skills it provides – everything from analytical thinking
to writing reports.
Students will study two theory units in Year 12 for AS level. The first explores biochemistry and cell
organisation. The second focuses on biodiversity and the physiology of body systems. You will be expected
to carry out practical work and to maintain a lab book in which you will record the results of your
experiments. In Year 13, Unit 3 will focus on energy, homeostasis and the environment, whilst Unit 4
explores variation, inheritance and an option of your choosing.

Assessment
•
•

Units 1 and 2 are each worth 20% of the entire Biology course. There is no practical assessment in
Year 12.
Units 3 and 4 are worth 25% of the qualification. There is a futher practical assessment in Year 13,
worth 10%

Progression Routes
Biology can lead to careers in medicine, veterinary medicine, physiotherapy, pharmacy and
dentistry. In addition, Biology students can progress to study nursing, biomedical and forensic
sciences, environmental science, teaching and journalism.

Business Studies BTEC Level 3
Overview

BTEC Level 3 in Business Studies is a broad and wide-ranging qualification that will help you succeed in your
future career no matter what you go on to do. The principles of business that you will learn underpin every
organisation – from presenting a positive marketing image to developing effective presentation skills as well
as operating inside the law and accurate accounting. BTEC Business Studies is a vocational qualification.
This means that you will have the opportunity to study the theory of how businesses work by applying it to
a real-life organisation.
BTEC Level 3 qualifications, such as Business Studies are the equivalent to an AS and A-Level qualifications
and can be studied alongside your other AS choices.

Assessment

In Year 12 (AS equivalent) students will study:
• Unit 1 – The Business Environment
• Unit 2 – Business Resources
• Unit 3 – Introduction to Marketing
In Year 13 (AL equivalent) students will study:
• Unit 4 – Business Communication
• Unit 5 and Unit 6 – Accountancy
The course is assessed entirely through the completion of structured assignments throughout the two-year
course. Each unit usually consists of 3 assignments.
Keep in touch on Twitter! Follow us at @stjosephscomp

w w w. s t j o s e p h s c o m p . c o . u k

Chemistry GCE A Level
Overview

If you have a genuine interest in Chemistry and are a resilient learner, this excellent A-Level will build upon,
and extend, your knowledge from GCSE. The course is divided into five units:
•
•
•
•

Unit 1: The Language of Chemistry, Structure of Matter and Simple Reactions
Unit 2: Energy, Rate and the Chemistry of Carbon Compounds
Unit 3: Physical and Inorganic Chemistry
Unit 4: Organic Chemistry and Analysis

This is a highly practical course and Unit 5 provides the opportunity to demonstrate your skills, knowledge
and understanding acquired during the course, together with your ability to analyse and evaluate
experimental data.

Progression Routes

A-Level Chemistry opens the doors to many careers. As well as a practical knowledge of the subject,
chemistry students develop many other skills prized by employers such as problem solving, numeracy,
communication, creativity and data analysis. Gaining these skills means that you can have a future in a
wide range of careers, from finance to public relations. A-Level Chemistry is a recommended qualification
for students wishing to study medicine or veterinary medicine at university.

Computer Science GCE A Level
Overview

The Computer Science A-level is targeted at students who are interested in computer programming,
problem solving and finding out how computers work inside.
There is a substantial piece of coursework which allows students to use the programming skills that they
have developed during the course and an on-screen examination at the end of Year 12, which examines
their skills at coding and writing algorithms.
The remaining marks are from three exams, one in Year 12 and two in Year 13.

Assessment

Year 12 :
• Paper theory examination.
• On Screen examination.
Year 13:
• Two paper theory examinations
• System Analysis, design and coding coursework.

Progression Routes

Coding is a boom sector within most sectors of business. This course leads to degrees in computing and
links up with maths and physics courses.
Keep in touch on Twitter! Follow us at @stjosephscomp
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English Language GCE A Level
Overview

The English Language course explores the language in its written and spoken forms. You will focus on
the purpose of language, and the way in which writers and speakers use language at word, sentence and
text level. This course is for you if you enjoy reading and writing a range of literary and non-literary texts,
exploring the effect that changes in audience, purpose and context have on language use.

Assessment

There are two units of study in the first year. Assessment is carried out through two formal examinations,
focused on your analysis of written and spoken language, and your ability to write for a specific purpose
and audience. In the second year, there are a further two examination units, together with a coursework
unit.

Progression Routes

Pupils who have studied English at A-Level have followed a range of further study and career paths,
including the following: English Literature and English Language undergraduate and postgraduate courses,
journalism, law, advertising, theatre, television, radio, teaching, accounting, business management, civil
service, media, psychology and the armed forces.

English Literature GCE A Level
Overview

The English Literature course is based on the study of novels, short stories, plays and poems. The course
aims to build on and develop the skills you have acquired over the past five years at GCSE level, and will
allow you to enjoy and explore a wide variety of literature texts. This course is for you if you enjoy: reading
and discussing poetry, plays and novels; giving your personal and informed views on what you have read;
analysing the way a writer uses images, language and form to communicate ideas; and understanding how
a writer’s background and culture affects the way they write.

Assessment

There are two units of study in the first year. Assessment is carried out through two formal examinations,
assessing your reading of poetry, prose and drama. In the second year, there are a further two examination
units, together with a coursework unit.

Progression Routes
Pupils who have studied English at A-Level have followed a range of further study and career paths,
including the following: English Literature and English Language undergraduate and postgraduate courses,
journalism, law, advertising, theatre, television, radio, teaching, accounting, business management, civil
service, media, psychology and the armed forces

Keep in touch on Twitter! Follow us at @stjosephscomp
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Geography GCE A Level
Overview

The AS and A-Level Geography course is an exciting new specification that builds on knowledge gained at
GCSE level. It is designed to enable you to apply geographical knowledge, theory and skills to the world
around you. In turn this will enable you to develop a critical understanding of the world’s people, places
and environments in the 21st Century.

Assessment

Year 12:
• AS Unit 1 – Changing Landscapes
• AS Unit 2 – Changing Places
Year 13:
• A2 Unit 3 – Global Systems and Global Governance
• A2 Unit 4 – Contemporary Themes in Geography
• A2 Unit 5 – Independent Investigation (Non-exam 3000-4000 Word Investigation)

Progression Routes

Geography is a versatile and dynamic subject that can open up doors to a range of different careers and
further education subjects. As well as going to study Geography at University, other disciplines can be
considered including Engineering, Environmental Studies, Oceanography and Law. Subsequent careers
can include Teaching, Environmental Law , Civil Engineering , Armed Forces or City Planning amongst
many others .

Government & Politics GCE A Level
Overview

Politics is a contemporary, interesting and relevant subject that relates to every aspect of our lives. The
course is designed to ensure that you are developing analytical, problem solving and critical thinking skills
whilst extending your knowledge of important political issues . Over the two years you will be given the
opportunity to study the democratic systems of Wales, the UK and the USA. In the first year we critically
evaluate how the government operates in the UK with a particular focus on Wales post-devolution. In the
second year, we take a theoretical approach designed to deepen your understanding of key concepts and
ideological traditions, before looking at the politics of the USA in focus.

Assessment
•
•
•
•

Year 12 - AS Unit 1: Government in Wales and the United Kingdom
Year 12 - AS Unit 2: Living and Participating in a Democracy
Year 13- A2 Unit 3: Political Concepts and Theories
Year 13 - A2 Unit 4: Government and Politics of the USA

Progression Routes

An A-Level in Government and Politics provides a solid foundation to progress to a range of degree courses
in Higher Education. It can lead to a wide variety of careers, including: government; the legal profession;
the criminal justice system; the media; the police; charity work; or teaching.
Keep in touch on Twitter! Follow us at @stjosephscomp
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Health and Social Care BTEC Level 3
Overview

Choosing to study for a BTEC Level 3 Health and Social Care qualification is a great decision to make for lots
of reasons. At the same time you are gaining many transferable skills. Working in health and social care
professions can also take you to different parts of the country and overseas. The opportunities are endless.
At St. Joseph’s we offer both the single and the double award versions of the qualification. The diploma
(double award) includes a significant amount of work placement in a chosen field.
BTEC Health and Social Care is a vocational or work-related qualification. This means that students will
have the opportunity to gain specific knowledge, understanding and skills that are relevant to their chosen
subject or area of work. BTEC Level 3 qualifications such as Health and Social Care are the equivalent to AS
and A-Level qualifications and can be studied side by side.

Assessment

In Year 12 students will study:
• Developing Effective Communication
• Equality, Diversity and Rights
• Development through the Life Stages
In Year 13, students will study:
• Caring for Children and Young People
• Health, Safety and Security
• Sociological and Psychological Perspectives
The course is assessed entirely through the completion of structured assignments.

Progression Routes

The health and social care sector employs some of the most talented and brilliant people the country
has to offer. The NHS as the main employer, has continual need for doctors, nurses, ambulance staff and
support staff and there are further opportunities to work for the NHS in social care in hospitals, educational
settings and residential homes. Job opportunities are endless. A firm understanding of health and social
care would be advantageous to all future employers. A number of former students have continued their
health and social care studies at universities all over the country.

Keep in touch on Twitter! Follow us at @stjosephscomp
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History GCE A Level
Overview

The History A-Level course is designed for students who are interested in reading and learning about
British, European and world history, and how this impacts society today. The course takes these ideas and
delves into more detail with discussions around the topics covered.
The AS course covers:
• Government, Rebellion and Society in Wales and England c. 1485-1603
• The German Reformation 1517-1530
The A2 course covers:
• The American Century 1880-1980
• A coursework module: The European Reformation 1530-1560

Assessment
•
•

In Year 12 there are 2 written examinations
In Year 13 there are 2 written examinations and a coursework module

Progression Routes

Students will be able to go into a variety of professions including banking and finance, law, civil service,
journalism, computer analysis, research, museum work as well as teaching.

Mathematics GCE A Level
Overview

The mathematics A-Level couse is for those who really enjoyed maths GCSE as it builds on the skills
already acquired, extending this to a more detailed understanding of pure maths . In Year 12, students
will complete core maths alongside applied maths which includes both statistics and mechanics. At A2,
students extend this knowledge further including more involved questions in all areas.

Assessment

Year 12
• AS Unit 1 Pure Mathematics
• AS Unit 2 Applied Mathematics
Year 13
• A2 Unit 3 Pure Mathematics
• A2 Unit 4 Applied Mathematics

Progression Routes

Maths is considered a very good A-level by both employers and higher educational establishments. As
well as going on to study Mathematics at university, you can consider many other disciplines including
engineering, construction, architecture as well as industry led subjects like banking and finance,
accountancy and actuarial studies.
Keep in touch on Twitter! Follow us at @stjosephscomp
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ICT GCE A Level
Overview

In the ICT A-level course, students will study computers and especially the range of Office applications,
photo manipulation and video editing. There is a substantial piece of coursework in each year that
accounts for 40% of the qualification and allows you to put into practice the theory of the applications.
The remaining marks are from two exams on ICT theory, networking, systems design and HCIs.

Assessment
Year 12:
• Paper theory examination
• Coursework
Year 13:
•
•

Two paper theory examinations
Database coursework

Progression Routes
ICT is one of the biggest sectors in the working world. Every job needs staff with ICT skills. This
course leads to degrees in ICT and goes especially well with business courses.

Law GCE A Level
Overview

Law is a dynamic, interesting and pertinent subject that relates to every aspect of our lives. The course
is designed to ensure that you are developing analytical, problem solving, critical thinking skills, with
emphasis on having lively debates, focused discussions and examining legal issues. This is a two year course
which looks at the legal system in England and Wales. In the first year we look at how laws are made,
interpreted and applied, the role of the court and the law of tort. In the second year, we build on your
knowledge and focus on one area of substantive law, specifically human rights law. Learning legal facts,
cases, essay writing and advising fictional clients are at the heart of this course.

Assessment

Year 12 - AS Unit 1: The Nature of Law and the Welsh and English Legal Systems Written examination
Year 12 - AS Unit 2: The Law of Tort Written examination
Year 13- A2 Unit 3: The Practice of Substantive Law Written examination
Year 13 - A2 Unit 4: Substantive Law Perspectives Written examination

Progression Routes

An A-level in Law provides a solid foundation to progress to Higher Education to pursue further study of
Law or related subjects. It can lead to careers within the legal profession or justice system, the police, local
government or large companies, or teaching.

Keep in touch on Twitter! Follow us at @stjosephscomp
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Physical Education GCE A Level
Overview

A keen interest in sports and the theory of what makes a good sportsperson is key to this course alongside
the knowledge that a large part of the course is science based. Study of Physical Education at A-level
will enhance the students’ knowledge and experience of PE and Sport, as well as giving them a deeper
understanding of health issues.
This A-level offers a multidisciplinary approach to the study of and participation in sport, play, leisure and
recreation, allowing you to study movement, performance and behaviour in relation to PE.

Progression Routes

A-level PE can take students on to a range of degrees and careers in sport and recreation as well as a variety
of careers including:
•
•
•
•

Sports Management & Teaching
Medicine
Physiotherapy
Business & Finance.

Former students of this subject have gone on to study at some of the UK’s top universities where they
have attended exciting and challenging degree programmes such as PE Teacher, Sport Psychology, Sports
Management and Coaching, Biomedical Sciences, and Primary and Secondary Education with QTS to name
but a few.

Physics GCE A Level
Overview

This exciting A-Level builds on the Physics GCSE course, extending this to a more detailed understanding of
Physics and the ways in which it governs the world around us. In Year 12 students will complete modules
entitled “Motion, Energy and Matter” and “Electricity and Light”. Moving into A level, students will do
modules entitled “Oscillation and Nuclei” and “Fields and Options” (there is some scope of choice with
the options available). Throughout all of the modules, students will carry out specified practical work in
preparation for the practical examination in Year 13 .

Assessment

Year 12: two external exams (40% of the qualification)
Year 13: two external exams (50% of the qualification) and a practical assessment (10% of the qualification)

Progression Routes

Physics is considered a very good A level to have by both employers and higher educational
establishments. As well as going on to study Physics at university, students can consider many other
disciplines including cosmology, medicine, engineering, construction and architecture.

Keep in touch on Twitter! Follow us at @stjosephscomp
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Psychology GCE A Level
Overview

Why do people behave in the way they do? Psychology is the scientific study of the relationships between
the mind , the brain and behaviour. There are many different fields within Psychology, all with one goal:
understanding human behaviour . At AS level, students will study the five approaches to Psychology
and their assumptions, therapies and research. These are the biological approach, the psychodynamic
approach, the behaviourist approach, the cognitive approach, and the positive approach. At A2, students
will investigate behaviours such as addiction, criminal behaviour , stress and schizophrenia. They will also
carry out two personal investigations. Psychology is enjoyable, interesting, and focuses on many essential
skills such as essay-writing, numeracy, and planning research.

Assessment

Year 12, Unit 1 – Psychology: Past to Present
Year 12, Unit 2 – Psychology: Using Psychological Concepts
Year 13, Unit 3 – Psychology: Implications in the Real World
Year 13, Unit 4 – Applied Research Methods

Progression Routes

Psychology is an extremely valuable subject for many employment areas. Most careers involve working
with people, therefore knowledge of how people work can be applicable to a range of occupations. An
A level in Psychology is an ideal foundation for a degree in the subject, which can lead to a career as a
Psychologist in areas such as health, education, sport, forensics, and many more. Other careers related to
Psychology are teaching, nursing, the police force, management, and any career involving working with
people. Psychology combines well with other sciences such as biology and mathematics, but also combines
well with humanities subjects such as sociology and English.

Public Services BTEC Level 3
Overview

Level 3 Public Services is targeted at students who would like to gain employment in the public services
sector and have been developed to provide further training and education and progression opportunities
within this sector. These jobs could include police officers, paramedics, armed forces and other uniformed
public services.
The qualification is the equivalent to an AS and A-level qualification and can be studied alongside
other AS choices.
In Year 12 (AS equivalent) students will study:
Unit 1 – Government, Policies and Public Services
Unit 2 – Leadership and Teamwork in the Public Services
Unit 5 – Physical Preparation, Health and Lifestyle in the Public Services

Assessment

The course is assessed entirely through the completion of structured assignments throughout the course.
Each unit usually consists of 3 assignments.

Progression Routes

Progression from Level 3 Public Services could include any uniformed or non-uniformed public service
including employment as police officers, paramedics, the armed forces, council workers and other public
sector jobs.
Keep in touch on Twitter! Follow us at @stjosephscomp
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Religious Studies GCE A Level
Overview

AS Religious Studies is a broad based study of Christianity and an introduction to the philosophy of religion
and ethics. The A2 Religious Studies course is a deeper exploration of the study of Christianity and an
in-depth study of the New Testament texts.

Assessment
Year 12:
Two examinations one of 1 hour 15 minutes and one of 1 hour 45 mins.
Year 13:
Two 2 hour examinations of 1 ½ hours each.

Progression Routes
A Level Religious Studies is a good balance for students decide to major in science and mathematical
subjects. Universities like to see that students have a broadly-based curriculum. Naturally, a Religious
Studies qualification at A Level will enhance your employability for teaching posts in whatever subjects,
particularly the humanities.

Sociology GCE A Level
Overview

What questions do we often ask about our social world? Are men and women really that different? Why
do we have problems such as racism? What motivates people to have social status and respect? These
questions are studied in Sociology. At AS level, students study culture, society, and relate them to areas
such as family and education. Why do we have different family types? Why do girls outperform boys in
education? At A2 students move on to study crime and deviance, and social inequality. Why do all people
not have the same life chances?

Assessment

Year 12 : Unit 1 – Acquiring Culture
Year 12: Unit 2 – Understanding Society and Methods of Sociological Enquiry
Year 13: Unit 3 – Power and Control
Year 13: Unit 4 – Social Inequality and Applied Methods of Sociological Enquiry

Progression Routes

Sociology relates to many areas of employment. Understanding social behaviour can be valuable in many
careers. Some popular options include social work, youth work, support work, research, and many more.
An A Level in Sociology is the ideal starting point for a degree in Sociology, which can lead to careers
in areas such as the NHS, the government, education, and more. Sociology combines well with other
Humanities subjects such as English, History, Politics and Law. It also combines well with other social
sciences such as Psychology.
Keep in touch on Twitter! Follow us at @stjosephscomp

w w w. s t j o s e p h s c o m p . c o . u k

Spanish GCE A Level
Overview

The AS and A level in Spanish provide an engaging and exciting opportunity for learners to build on their
previous study of Spanish. Through social, intellectual and cultural themes learners will be able to develop
their linguistic knowledge and cultural understanding of the countries or communities where the language
is spoken. An opportunity to study literature and film will allow learners to undertake a deeper analysis of
language structures and increase their cultural awareness as part of an integrated approach to language
learning. A strong focus is placed on building learners’ confidence and fluency in spoken Spanish using
relevant and topical themes. The requirement to research an area of personal interest related to the country
or countries where the language of study is spoken aims to enhance learners’ cultural appreciation and
enable them to gain a greater awareness of intercultural differences and similarities .

Assessment

Unit 1 (AS): Speaking: 12-15 minutes (plus additional 15 minutes preparation time)
Unit 2 (AS): Listening, reading, translation and critical response in writing . Written examination : 1 hour
Unit 4 (A level): Speaking : 11-12 minutes
Unit 5 (A Level): Listening, reading and translation. Written examination : 1 hour 45
Unit 6 (A Level): Critical and analytical response in writing (closed-book) Written examination : 1 hour 30

Progression Routes

This course provides a suitable foundation for the study of Spanish or a related area through a ra nge of
higher education courses, such as Business and Commerce, Leisure and Tourism, International Relations,
Translation and Interpreting or Teacher Training. Most universities, through their Languages for All
programmes, will encourage students to take a year abroad irrespective of the main subject studied. By
completing this course, students will be able to benefit from this experience. Students can also progress
to the next level of vocational qualifications or they can use their language skills for direct entry into
employment. In addition, the course provides a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study for
candidates who do not progress to further study in this subject.

Welsh as a Second Language GCE A Level
Overview

The course aims to encourage students to communicate confidently, accurately and fluently both orally and
in writing in a wide range of situations and contexts. There will be opportunities to critically analyse material
and give a personal response to familiar and unfamiliar texts.

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•
•

Unit 1 - Group oral exam discussing the film ‘Patagonia’ and the topic chosen for the personal project.
Unit 2 - Personal Project on a topic of choice relating to Wales or Welsh culture.
Unit 3 - Written exam on the use of language and poetry. Candidates will study the Welsh grammar and
study five set poems.
Unit 4 - Group oral exam discussing contemporary multimedia Welsh culture and the play ‘Crash’ by
Saunders Lewis.
Unit 5 - Written exam discussing the Welsh language in society and provide a written response in Welsh
to an English article.
Unit 6 - Written exam based on one of the four short stories studied and Welsh grammar.

Progression Routes

There has never been a more exciting time to learn Welsh. Many careers now desire or require a working use
of Welsh and this course aims to provide the necessary levels of proficiency and fluency.

Keep in touch on Twitter! Follow us at @stjosephscomp
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How to Apply
We would love to show you more of what we have to offer at St. Joseph’s Catholic School and
Sixth Form Centre. If you would like to find out more, or submit an application to join our Sixth
Form, please follow the instructions below. Remember, there is lots of information on our
website - www.stjosephscomp.co.uk.
Applying Online

Taster Days

To fill in an online application, begin by visiting
www.stjosephscomp.co.uk and viewing the
subjects on offer, information about the Sixth
Form and then complete an online application
form.

In January and July, the school arranges taster
sessions in order for students to experience
their chosen courses at Level 3 before they
commit to them. This also gives students
the opportunity to try courses they may be
interested in but may not have experienced
at GCSE.

Students who apply will be contacted by
admissions staff to confirm the application and
receive an offer of a place. The offer will be
conditional upon achieving GCSE or equivalent
grades which meet our entry criteria.
“The staff at St Joseph’s give support and attention with
a level of respect that makes you feel like equals, not just
teacher and student. Every member of staff I came into
contact with built my confidence and gave me the tools I
needed to reach my highest possible grades.”

Enrolment will take place shortly after the
GCSE results are released. We will contact
students with details of your enrolment date.

“The Sixth Form is an amazing experience! The
brilliant and engaging lessons, vast number of other
activities along with dedicated support and mentoring
ensures we are fully prepared for the next step.”

“Starting afresh at a new school can be daunting to anyone and I will
admit I was nervous. However, I have met people who I believe will be
friends for life - students and teachers. It is a real credit to the school
that the overall standard of studentship carries through, not only in
grades and merits, but into how we as a year group form relationships
that will carry us beyond St Joseph’s.”

