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DIOCESE OF MENEVIA 
 

PASTORAL LETTER 
to be read at all Masses over the weekend of 
Saturday 08 and Sunday 09 September 2018: 

on the occasion of EDUCATION SUNDAY 
 

 

My dear people 

Today is Education Sunday, an opportunity for schools and parishes to come 
together to give thanks for all our students, staff and parents, and to reflect 
upon the contribution that Catholic education makes to our communities. By 
co-incidence, many of our young students are gathering in Liverpool this 
weekend for the Eucharistic Congress. It is to their credit that the vast majority 
of them, if not ALL of them, have personally chosen to put time and effort into 
joining this pilgrimage, consisting of religious talks and discussions, as well as 
opportunities for spiritual reflection and adoration.  At the same time, few who 
witnessed the experience will forget the remarkable sight of thousands of 
young people in 2010, during Pope Benedict’s Visit to Britain, falling 
spontaneously to their knees when the Blessed Sacrament was presented for 
their adoration. As it was then in Birmingham, so it is now in Liverpool, when 
around 10,000 in their teens and twenties or older are generously answering 
the call of the Lord to prayer and worship. 

Our Catholic schools are beacons of excellence in an increasingly confused and 
changing world. The media tries unsuccessfully to define their ethos. Yet, all 
they have to do is to feel what it is like to walk through the entrance, spot a 
statue or a crucifix, and then proceed down a buzzing corridor lined with 
evidence of sporting and charitable activities, teamwork at football or hockey, 
the commitment to a cycle-ride along the Camino to Santiago di Compostella, 
serving at an Old People’s Party, achieving academic successes and many other 
pursuits. Yet, it’s the vibrancy of the staff and pupils that strikes us. They are 
the living stones of an establishment dedicated to the holistic education of 
every individual within it: humanly, spiritually, morally, and professionally. 
From among these young students, under the guidance of experienced and 
dedicated teachers, will emerge the future leaders of Church and Society. They 
will make changes, and we pray that their Catholic upbringing will ensure their 
influence creates a better world. 
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This month of September, after much anxiety over tests and results, many of 
our young people will make the transition from Primary School to Secondary, 
and from Secondary to College or University, while others embark on 
vocational and professional courses, or take up a whole variety of jobs and 
apprenticeships – or have hopes of doing so.  

We stand with them in prayer for their future, matching their enthusiasm, their 
hopes and their expectations with assurances of being there to support and 
guide them in times of joy and success, as well as in moments of need and 
distress. Parents and family will still be relied upon to continue being the best 
teachers of their children. 

All our pupils are valued, and they are taught tolerance and respect in valuing 
others whom they meet. For, in another person they not only see the gifts that 
God has placed there, but they discern an image of God himself. In a safe 
environment they can question modern society’s view of fame, popularity, 
celebrity status, and ethical issues. Whereas much of our society tries to forget 
God, our teenagers are strikingly religious. Our Catholic schools are more 
ethnically diverse than others, and take in a higher percentage of pupils from 
the poorest backgrounds. All our schools have an obligation to teach the 
State’s national curriculum, including the beliefs and values of other faiths. In 
the same classroom they often rub shoulders with other pupils who profess 
these faiths. Alongside this, our pupils receive instruction and formation in the 
Christian and Catholic faith, with the support and approval of parents who 
remain the primary educators of their children. But most of all, our Catholic 
schools foster an ethos of prayer and quiet contemplation.  Through this, our 
young people come to know a personal God. Through their understanding of 
the sacraments they are invited into a depth of holiness that is life-changing. It 
enables them to be really present to the needs of others – and they are already 
highly motivated to get involved with charitable works and human rights.  

There are many pressures and threats facing our Catholic schools, including the 
attempt to remove school transport, which failed (due to the support of the 
Catholic community). There are those who continue their obsession with 
creating a secularist and atheistic world, devoid of free-will, free-speech, 
freedom of conscience, and freedom of religion.  
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We must stand firm:  

• by encouraging Catholic teachers to apply for jobs in Catholic schools;  

• by seeking the best head teachers among those committed to the 
Catholic faith; 

• by asking good Catholics with the right skills to volunteer as Foundation 
Governors in our Schools;  

• by maintaining our right to control senior appointments and curriculum 
content;  

• and not least of all, by encouraging Catholic parents to send their 
children to Catholic schools.  

We must use and support our Catholic Schools or run the risk of losing them. 
We must use them or lose them.  

Finally, there is the challenge of resources and finance. Catholic schools 
couldn’t exist without the support of the Catholic community. Today 
throughout the Diocese there will be a Second Collection taken up at all 
Masses to help with the expenses of running the Diocese’s Department of 
Education, as well as meeting the Diocese’s contribution to the Catholic 
Education Service, whose advice is regularly sought on a number of emerging 
issues. Please be generous as usual and keep our educators, parents and 
students in your prayers. I thank you all for your dedication and service to the 
call of Catholic education in our Diocese.  
 

May the Lord bless you with his peace today and always. 

+Thomas Matthew – Bishop of Menevia 

 

 
 
 

 


